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Response to comment on ‘‘Long-Term Results using
Cateter-directed Thrombolysis in 103 Lower Limbs
with Acute lliofemoral Venous Thrombosis’’
Dear Dr Weinberg,
Thank you very much for your comments to our publication.
We agree that several additional procedures could be
important for our excellent results in this series, and among
these the beneficial of using compression stockings and
securing sufficient anticoagulation treatment. However, we
doubt that these additional treatment modalities are the
main course for the success of catheter-directed throm-
bolysis for deep venous thrombosis in our material. The fact
that the immediate thrombus removal is almost 100 % is in
our mind unrelated to the factors mentioned above. In the
abstract we have prescribed compression stockings and
anticoagulation using warfarin for at least 1 year, and
indefinitely in patients with severe thrombophilia.
Approximately one third of the patients are receiving long-
life anticoagulation. The long term results most logically
must be due to the early thrombus removal thereby saving
patency and valve function in these patients with iliofe-
moral deep venous thrombosis. In our experience we
seldom observe spontaneous thrombolysis in patients with
iliofemoral deep venous thrombosis.
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